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COM 2416-01 The Holocaust  	  Dr. Zimmerman, Instr. 	  Fall 2018  
Reflecting on Your Research Project  (Midterm)

This assignment will count as your midterm exam; 
there will be one additional midterm question during class on .

Purpose: To build on your learning from Grace Kim’s library presentation and previous WebQuests by reflecting on and researching topics of interest to you. The assignment has specific goals, as follows:
1. To embark on preliminary research that may or may not result in the selection of your research project topic. Observe that I use the terms “research project,” “research paper,” and “term paper” as synonyms.
2. To find and correctly document appropriate sources that you may or may not use in your research paper, thus learning how to avoid the charge of plagiarism.
3. To appreciate research methods as a means of furthering your own individual learning.
4. To develop intellectual curiosity about a topic that already holds a great deal of interest for you.
5. To do a great deal of reading on a chosen topic of interest to you that will give you a head start on your research. 
Dr. Zim’s personal purpose: as an undergraduate professor, it is my hope that the majority of my students will someday pursue graduate level studies. As someone who has written a master’s thesis and a doctoral dissertation, I understand the necessity for students to learn appropriate research methods. If you have not done so already in your academic career, you can start now, with this assignment. I also learned from personal experience that research is effortless if you are deeply interested in your topic. The greater the interest, the easier the research becomes. To quote my mother (who had two master’s degrees and a Ph.D.), “It is not work if you love what you are doing.” Developing intellectual curiosity about a subject is imperative to make this assignment anything but a chore. By doing so, your research can become a labor of love as well as a source of pride.
Mechanical Directions:  

Save this file in Microsoft Word, in the following format: 
Midterm YourLastName. Thus, my file would be as follows: Midterm  Zimmerman   

PUT YOUR NAME AT THE TOP OF THE FILE. STUDENTS ARE STILL NEGLECTING TO DO THIS.

Put your answers in black font after each question. Do not delete the questions. Be sure the numbering system remains true—1a., 1b., etc. Each answer should follow the question it answers.

Leave all text left justified. It makes it very difficult to insert comments if you justify the text. 

Use Microsoft’s spell check and grammar check to avoid making mechanical errors in spelling and punctuation. Points deducted for mechanical errors (misspelled words, typos, grammatical and punctuation errors), or for evidence that you failed to proof read your work. I will deduct up to 15 points off for not doing so.
Assignment due:  Email to me by midnight, Friday, October 19, 2018. Miriam@ndnu.edu
Suggestion:  Read the entire assignment before starting to answer these questions. As you conduct your research, reflect on the process of research as well as on the content of the information you are researching, so that you will be able to answer the reflection questions at the end. Reflection Question #12 is worth 15 points, more than any other question. Thus, you should spend the most time on it.

Time needed to complete this assignment: For a three unit class, it is expected that students should prepare for three hours outside of class each week. Since this assignment covers two weeks of homework, I anticipate that most students will need six hours to complete it. 

Note:  Wikipedia is not an appropriate academic source for your research paper. 

Questions:
1. (5 points) Topic selection. Browse to  https://www.ushmm.org/learn/students/the-holocaust-a-learning-site-for-students   

a. List two different topics of interest to you about the Holocaust that you have not explored before. Describe the topics and why these topics interest you. What about the topic piqued your interest? Why? Why is this topic important? You will have to click on the icon to see what is entailed in each topic. In your answer, be sure it is clear about which topic you are writing. I am looking for a short answer, but proof that you explored both of your chosen topics; a paragraph or two should be sufficient for each topic.
Deportations: Deportation of Jews who had been rounded up was done by trains. They were transported to the six major killing centers in occupied Poland where they were then gassed. The deportations took place in the European nations that were then being controlled by Germany. 
At the killing centers: The killing centers were the designated centers where deported Jews arrived in trains. They were line up and divided into two sections, those who would engage in hard labor and those who were required to die. The group chosen to die, mainly young children, babies, women and the elderly were taken to one side stripped and put to gas chambers where they were gassed and then cremated or buried in mass graves. 
b. Add to this list the topics that interested you from your work in the library with Ms. Kim and/or from previous WebQuests or from any other Holocaust related source. List and write a one-sentence description of at least five topics in the order of your interest in them. Number one should be the topic in which you have the most interest. 
The Final Solution: the final solution was a coordinated massacre by the German Nazis to remove Jews from Germany
Mobile Killing Squads: The mobile squads, known as Einsatzgruppen, made of Special Forces and the police moved with speed to kill any Jew they found in the land. 
Prisoners of the camps: the prisoners of the camps were an assortment of Jews and other prisoners such as the Jehovah’s Witnesses, Gypsies, homosexuals, socialists and trade unionists. 
Death marches: Towards the collapse of Germany’s army, the prisoners were forced out of the prisons and taken by train and some by foot to be used for forced labor inside Germany. 
Rescue and Resistance: There are Jews who survived the final solution by hiding from the Germans or escaping from the German territory. Others waged guerilla wars from forests and survived. 

Describe any two topics from Question #1.b that you did not describe in Question #1.a., and why these topics interest you. In your answer, follow the directions in Question #1.a. 
The Final Solution: the final solution was a coordinated massacre by the German Nazis to remove Jews from Germany. The final solution took place in stages. As the Nazis started controlling Germany, legislation aimed at removing Jews from Germany were initiated. In German controlled areas, ghettos were established where Jews were sent. From these Ghettos, they were then deported to killing centers. 
Rescue and Resistance: There are Jews who survived the final solution by hiding from the Germans or escaping from the German territory. Others waged guerilla wars from forests and survived. There were a few people who risked their lives on behalf of the Jews leading to their demise as they were killed for the same. There was also organized armed resistance in German forests as well s in various forests in Eastern Europe. 
2. (5 points)  Choose one of the topics that interests you the most as a potential term paper project, probably your number one topic from Question 1.b. You are not locked into using this topic for your research project, even after completing this assignment. Using the research tools presented by Ms. Kim, first, refine this topic into key concepts. From these key concepts, generate specific search terms so that you have three to five different phrases or words that are suitable search terms for your chosen topic. 

a. What are the key concepts and search terms you used? List and label each set appropriately, as either key concept or search term. You do not have to write in complete sentences for this answer.
Topic of choice: The final solution
Search words: Reasons behind the final solution, effects of the final solution, victims of the final solution

b. Use these search terms in actual searches. Summarize in a paragraph or two the information you learned about your topic after you completed these searches. You should summarize at least three different aspects of your topic, based on the information you found from three different searches.
Stammers (2017), through an account given by some of the officers in the battle, indicates the manner in which the final solution was undertaken. Most officers were unaware of what to expect, issues that depressed and stressed out most of them.
Friedlander (2000) notes that the extermination of the handicapped was a coordinated plan to eliminate the Jews, the Gypsies and the handicapped as they believed that these groups were absolutely inferior and did not deserve to taint the taint the purity of the Germans. 
	Laqueur (2017) looks at the deeper tenets of the holocaust, the final solution and the reactions from the world. Essentially, in spite of the general evidence that was all over, there was little reaction from the world. Starting from 1941 to 1945, there is no was six million people could have died without the wider population noticing. The author looks into how this happened to such an extent. 

The following websites will help you format your sources in Questions #3 and #4: http://www.macmillanlearning.com/catalog/static/bsm/hacker/resdoc/home.htm

APA (American Psychological Association) guidelines:
https://www.macmillanlearning.com/catalog/static/bsm/hacker/resdoc/social_sciences/documenting.htm 

MLA (Modern Language Association) guidelines:
Formatting in-text citations: https://www.macmillanlearning.com/catalog/static/bsm/hacker/resdoc/humanities/intext.htm

Formatting Works Cited lists:
https://www.macmillanlearning.com/catalog/static/bsm/hacker/resdoc/humanities/list.htm
 
3. (10 points)  Find two relevant and authoritative print sources on your chosen topic, using the library catalogue in Gellert Library (available electronically from offsite by logging on, as instructed by Ms. Kim). Find the books in the library or online so that you are able to peruse them. By “perusing,” I mean to look at the table of contents, find sections of the book relevant to your topic, and read some of the relevant sections or chapters on your topic.

a. Cite each source using APA or MLA format, depending on which format your field of study uses. For example, if you are a psychology major, you would use APA style, and thus have a list of “References.” If you are an English major, you would use MLA style, and thus have a list of “Works Cited.” There are very real differences in the two formatting styles. If you do not know which format your field uses, ask one of your professors. List your annotations in alphabetical order. “Annotations” is another term for “citations,” the noun form of the verb “to cite.”
Friedländer, S. (Ed.). (1992). Probing the Limits of Representation: Nazism and the" final Solution". Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press.
Fleming, G. (1987). Hitler and the final solution. Berkeley, California: Univ of California Press.
b. In a paragraph or two, summarize what you learned about your topic from your perusal of these two books. Be sure you list the book, then what you learned from reading the source; so that it is clear to me that you dipped into each book.
Friedlander attempts to combine the works and essays f several others to adequately create a clear picture of the holocaust. The author sets out to depict the Nazi horror as it were in the language of other people for legitimacy and authenticity. 
Fleming (1987) sets out to uncover the assertion that the extermination of the Jews happened without Hitler’s knowledge until 1943. Through an in-depth search of various literally works on the subject, the author is able to unearth a lot of hidden information on Hitler’s involvement.

4. (10 points)  Find two relevant and authoritative digital sources on your chosen topic, using some of the library databases in Gellert Library. These sources can be peer-reviewed scholarly articles, survivor testimony, newspaper articles, etc. 

a. Cite each source using APA or MLA format, depending on which format your field of study uses. Follow the directions in Question #3.a. to complete your answer.
BBC (2012). Why did the Holocaust happen? BBC. Retrieved from https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/16691969
United States Holocaust Museum (2018). Causes and Motivations. Retrieved from https://www.ushmm.org/learn/introduction-to-the-holocaust/ethical-leaders/background/causes-and-motivations
b. In a paragraph or two, summarize what you learned about your topic from your perusal of these two sources. Be sure you list the source, then what you learned from reading the source; so that it is clear to me that you dipped into each.
According to the United States Holocaust Museum (2018), there were varying causes and motivations that led to the holocaust and the involvement of the many parties in the final solution. Aspects such as anti-Semitism and fear are discussed. BBC (2012) expounds on how Aryanism as part of the fuelling reasons leading to the Holocaust led to the murder of the millions of Jews. 

5. (10 points) Evaluate your four sources from Questions #3 and #4. Use these two websites to help you evaluate your sources. For each topic, you will have an “a” answer and a “b” answer. List each of your four topics separately, followed by your “a” answer and your “b” answer for each.

a. https://bowvalleycollege.libguides.com/research-help/evaluation
Click on and read, “Primary, Secondary or Tertiary Sources”; learn the differences as described in this pdf file. Label your sources according to whether they are a primary, secondary, or tertiary source. 
All the sources that were used in question 3 and 4 are secondary
Friedländer, S. (Ed.). (1992). Probing the Limits of Representation: Nazism and the" final Solution". Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press.
Fleming, G. (1987). Hitler and the final solution. Berkeley, California: Univ of California Press.
BBC (2012). Why did the Holocaust happen? BBC. Retrieved from https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/16691969
United States Holocaust Museum (2018). Causes and Motivations. Retrieved from https://www.ushmm.org/learn/introduction-to-the-holocaust/ethical-leaders/background/causes-and-motivations
b. http://flinders.libguides.com/evaluate
Click on and read, “A guide to information credibility in a “post-truth” world” Evaluate each of your four sources according to the “C.R.A.A.P.” test, outlined in this pdf file.
[bookmark: _GoBack]All the sources used in the text are credible since the first two are printed books and the last two sources are digital sources from academically acclaimed websites.

6. (5 points)  After conducting this research, what additional questions do you have about your chosen topic? List three to five questions you have about your topic. 
1. How comes the entire world did not react to the atrocities being conducted against the Jews
2. Was there a hidden agenda? Why the Jews and not any other people
3. Was the final solution a plot by Hitler? Was Hitler the mastermind of the exterminations?

7. (10 points) Develop a thesis statement. Usually, a thesis statement evolves from answering a research question. In addition, researchers notice recurring themes, images, or patterns in their research. As a result of your research and the resulting questions you have, write a thesis statement that meets the criteria in this website: http://www.cws.illinois.edu/workshop/writers/tips/thesis/ 
The final solution, a dark period in the era of the holocaust is a period that cannot be forgotten since the wider population in the world seemed to ignore the plight of the Jews. The final solution was craftily masterminded and politically hidden from the worldly generations

8. (10 points) Writing an introduction. Imagine that you are writing a letter home, and you want to explain to your parents what you are working on. Write an introduction to your topic by imagining that you are explaining it to an interested parent or friend who knows very little about the topic. 
The final solution is one of the darkest moments in the history of the holocaust. Leading to the merciless extermination of millions of Jews and other prisoners, there are many untold stories that need to be unearthed. Some of the reasons that led to such mass atrocities are yet to be established. This paper seeks to delve deeper into the motives and motivation behind the final solution, the role of Adolf Hitler and the reasons as to why Germans succeeded in exterminating so many Jews.
9. (5 points) Avoiding plagiarism. Browse to this website from Yale University:  https://ctl.yale.edu/writing/using-sources

Read all the topics listed so that you can return to the site if you need additional help in citing sources. Click on “Understanding and Avoiding Plagiarism.” Reflect on the meaning of plagiarism. In your own words (no copying and pasting), what is plagiarism? Why is plagiarism one of the most egregious of academic crimes? How will you avoid the charge of plagiarism in your term paper?
Plagiarism is the intentional use or copying of what has been written by another person and using that information as if it were your own. Plagiarism is a crime since people use other people’s work with o authority, which is theft. It can be avoided by ensuring proper referencing and citations and also through originality.
10. (5 points)  Reflection about research. Notice the difference between writing a report and writing a research paper, from the Carnegie Mellon University website:  https://www.cmu.edu/teaching/solveproblem/strat-cantresearch/cantresearch-01.html
How do you see the difference between research and writing a report? Do not copy and paste information. Make the distinction in your own words.
A research includes fining out about something and explaining it using data. It is therefore involves something new. A report is an accumulation of knowledge on an existing issue and resenting it in an organized ffrmart. It is explained with secondary data.
11.  (10 points) Reflect on the process of research itself. What do you see as your particular strengths when it comes to conducting research? What are your personal challenges? How will you overcome your challenges? Why is research so important in studying genocides and genocide denial? Why is research in general so important?
Research involves originality and precision. You need to express what you are trying to do in the objectives and formulate the research questions in a manner that you will be able to collect data that answers those questions. Research in genocide and ensuing denial assists in establishing the truth as many data collection mechanisms are applied. Research helps people unearth unknown issues.
12. (15 points) Reflection question about your topic. As a result of this preliminary research, how did your attitude change about your topic? Did you find a different focus? Was your intellectual curiosity piqued? If so, how? If not, why not? How would you deepen your curiosity about and interest in this topic? What other reflections do you have about your topic?
The research got me confused and angry. Such bodies as the United Nations and the entire world in general should have done more to protect the Jews.
13. Feedback. No points, but points deducted for not answering. (question 6)
a. Which question brought you more in touch with your chosen topic?
b. Which question would you delete? Why? (None…They are very important and sequential)
c. How likely are you to use the topic you chose as the subject for your research project? (I would use it)
d. As a result of this assignment, has your attitude toward research changed? If so, how? If not, why not? (No.. I have viewed research as important and still views it as so)
e. Any other comments? (I look forward to conducting the actual research)
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